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Valdubén 2003 Crianza Tempranillo
(Ribera del Duero); $18. Early on the

wine is dominated by buttery oak, and its all over

the nose, palate and finish. Airing settles it down,
and up from the creamy underworld comes rasp-
berry, stewed plums and chocolate. Not the think-
ing man’s Ribera del Duero, but it gets the job
done. Imported by Freixenet, USA. —M.S.
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